WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025

DIVINE SERVICE 3 p. 184
Confession and Absolution

Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 343
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ’ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands, bow down be -fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:

Ho - san - na to the  Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

[@Na-Nela]

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to
Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge
of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may
come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Stand

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm

Psalm 72:1-7; antiphon: v. 18

'Give the king your justice, | O God,*

and your righteousness to the | royal son!
2May he judge your people with | righteousness, *

and your poor with | justice!
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,*

and the hills, in | righteousness!
“May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,

give deliverance to the children of the | needy,*

and crush the op- | pressor!

*May they fear you while the | sun endures,*

and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations!
%May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass, *

like showers that wa- | ter the earth!
"In his days may the righteous | flourish,*

and peace abound, till the moon | be no more!

Kyrie LSB 186
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And with thy spir - it.
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@ Let us pray.

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may
be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.



Prayer—Commemoration of St. Ambrose
L O God, You gave Your servant Ambrose grace to proclaim the Gospel with eloquence and power. As
bishop of the great congregation of Milan, he fearlessly bore reproach for the honor of Your name.
Mercifully grant to all bishops and pastors such excellence in preaching and fidelity in ministering Your
Word that Your people shall be partakers of the divine nature; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BELL CHOIR ANTHEM Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Old Testament Reading Malachi 4

! “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble.
The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch. *But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall
go out leaping like calves from the stall. >And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the
soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all
Israel.

*Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. ®*And he
will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the
land with a decree of utter destruction.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.
Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*
Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.
Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*

From the house of the Lord we | bless you.

Epistle Romans 15:4-13

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. "May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you
to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, °that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. "Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God.

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm
the promises given to the patriarchs, *and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”
0And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
" And again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”



12And again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you
may abound in hope.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Verse of the Day Luke 3:4b, 6
Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia.
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1-12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

'Tn those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, *‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” *For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.””

*Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. °And do not
presume to say to yourselves, “‘We have Abraham as our father,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children for Abraham. '°Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

1T baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I
am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. "?His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.



Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C Ibelieve in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Offering (During Hymn)

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
AS All praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. compositeTune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
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Offertory LSB 192
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Stand

tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Prayer of the Church

P
C
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For God’s covenant people, that He would teach them to remember His wondrous works and to seek His
strength and presence, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For courage to speak Christ to the nations and to teach those still in darkness and death about His gift of
light and life; and that God would keep us from being ashamed of His Gospel or intimidated by the
opinions of others, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who grow in the faith, that God’s Word of encouragement and instruction in endurance would
cause them to abound in hope, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For families, that they would faithfully fulfill their vocations to love and forgive one another, even as they
grow in the fear, love and trust of the Lord, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For civil authorities, that they would govern with justice and righteousness as leaders appointed by God to
protect the innocent, punish the wicked and work for the common welfare of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those afflicted in body or mind, [especially ,J] that they would receive the riches of
God’s grace, healing according to His will, and grace to carry them through the day of trouble, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.




P For all who commune this day, that their hearts would be stirred up to make ready the way of the Lord
Jesus, who comes in His body and blood, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P O Lord God, heavenly Father, grant us all things needful and keep from us all things harmful to us and to
our salvation, that with confidence in Your will, we may say “amen” to our prayers and live in contentment
and peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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And with thy spir - it
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It is meet and right so to  do.

P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a-oth;

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
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The Words of Our Lord
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() Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be- trayed, took bread,
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My I blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 sts. 1-7
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was found with child, Yet re - mained a
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and
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here Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
king - ly hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.

5  God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6  For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7  From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;

In this light faith now abides.
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397,; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546, (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran
Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann WalterText (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5): © 1978
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain
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When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346

Hu . .
A1 | e ——— | e e

— . ® e e e = s
Q) [ 4 I I - bt N

1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,
2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
40 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con -so-1la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - i - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - 1li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav -ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.

Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895
Tune: Public domain

11



O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617
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10 Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and a - dore Thee,
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they may flour - ish: O Lord, have mer - cy!
of re - mind us! O Lord, have mer - cy!
blest Com - mu - nion! O Lord, have mer - cy!
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May Thy bod - y, Lord, born of Mar - vy, That  our
Lord, Thy kind - ness did so con -strain Thee That  Thy
Let not Thy good Spir - it for - sake us; Grant that
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sins and sor - rows did car - ry, And Thy blood for us plead
blood should bless and sus - tain me. All our debt Thou hast paid;
heav’'n-ly - mind - ed He make us; Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
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In all tri - al, fear, and need: O Lord, have mer - cy!
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mer - cy!

Days of peace and u - ni - ty: O Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2-3): Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895

Tune: Public domain
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life

everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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f) & | | .
'ﬁ""ﬁll ],/‘P#-II o E— —— I
[mS5) i e o e B e — S m— |
o 1 I & O
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a light to light -en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction
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@ The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending LSB 336
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1 Lo! He comes  with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 Ev - 'ry eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - ry sin - ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;

Still His daz - zling bod - vy bears,
High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - 1y,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His ran - somed wor - ship - ers.
Claim the king - dom as Thine own.

Ha . \ .
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Al - le - lu - Iia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - Iia, al - le -
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lu - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall  their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those glo - rious  scars!
lu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and Thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99
Text and tune: Public domain
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