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WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 

DIVINE SERVICE 3 p. 184 

Confession and Absolution 

 

           Prepare the Royal Highway                                                   LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used 
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and 

for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 

of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may 

come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and 

for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 

children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

Service of the Word 
Psalm Psalm 72:1–7; antiphon: v. 18 

1Give the king your justice, | O God,* 

 and your righteousness to the | royal son! 
2May he judge your people with | righteousness,* 

 and your poor with | justice! 
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,* 

 and the hills, in | righteousness! 
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the children of the | needy,* 

 and crush the op- | pressor! 

5May they fear you while the | sun endures,* 

 and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations! 
6May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass,* 

 like showers that wa- | ter the earth! 
7In his days may the righteous | flourish,* 

 and peace abound, till the moon | be no more! 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may 

be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C Amen. 
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Prayer—Commemoration of St. Ambrose 
L O God, You gave Your servant Ambrose grace to proclaim the Gospel with eloquence and power. As 

bishop of the great congregation of Milan, he fearlessly bore reproach for the honor of Your name. 

Mercifully grant to all bishops and pastors such excellence in preaching and fidelity in ministering Your 

Word that Your people shall be partakers of the divine nature; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
Sit 

 

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM                                                                  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 
Old Testament Reading Malachi 4 

 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. 

The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 

branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall 

go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the 

soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 

 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all 

Israel. 

 5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6And he 

will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the 

land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

 

Epistle Romans 15:4–13 
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you 

to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 

you, for the glory of God. 

 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 

written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

 and let all the peoples extol him.” 
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12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you 

may abound in hope. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Verse of the Day Luke 3:4b, 6 

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

  

 
  

 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 

honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not 

presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I 

am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Sit 

 

Offering (During Hymn) 
 

            On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                                        LSB 344 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. compositeTune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For God’s covenant people, that He would teach them to remember His wondrous works and to seek His 

strength and presence, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For courage to speak Christ to the nations and to teach those still in darkness and death about His gift of 

light and life; and that God would keep us from being ashamed of His Gospel or intimidated by the 

opinions of others, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those who grow in the faith, that God’s Word of encouragement and instruction in endurance would 

cause them to abound in hope, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For families, that they would faithfully fulfill their vocations to love and forgive one another, even as they 

grow in the fear, love and trust of the Lord, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For civil authorities, that they would govern with justice and righteousness as leaders appointed by God to 

protect the innocent, punish the wicked and work for the common welfare of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those afflicted in body or mind, [especially _____________,] that they would receive the riches of 

God’s grace, healing according to His will, and grace to carry them through the day of trouble, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  



7 

 

P For all who commune this day, that their hearts would be stirred up to make ready the way of the Lord 

Jesus, who comes in His body and blood, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P O Lord God, heavenly Father, grant us all things needful and keep from us all things harmful to us and to 

our salvation, that with confidence in Your will, we may say “amen” to our prayers and live in contentment 

and peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 

prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 

comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 

Distribution 
 

             Savior of the Nations, Come                                       LSB 332 sts. 1–7 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran 
Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann WalterText (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5): © 1978 
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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            When All the World Was Cursed                                          LSB 346 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt.Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895 
Tune: Public domain 
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            O Lord, We Praise Thee                                                      LSB 617 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
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           Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending                                LSB 336 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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